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In rev iewing the history of Jefferson's Board of Trustees from its inception, one is struck by the quality
and d iversit y of its composition. It has constitu ted a force as important as its distingu ished Faculty. In
1826 the Trustees ofJefferson College a t Canonsburg. Pennsylvania, obtained an augmentation of its Charter,
permitting them to appoint Ad ditional Trustees in the City of Philadelphia and authorizing any jud ge of
the Supreme or District Court to ad minister the oa th of office. The Ca nonsburg Trustees elected, for the
supervision of its Medical Departmen t in Philadelphia (jefferson Medica l College), eleven Trustees, no-
table men from the religiou s, legal, business and military community. Seven who served for lengthy
periods were as follows:
As hbell Green, D.O., LL D. (1762-1848)
Former President of Princeton
First Board Presiden t (1826-48)
Ezra Sti les Ely, D.O . (1786--186])
Provided the Ely Medical Hall (1828)
Served until 1853 and as
President pro tem po re (1850)
Joel B. Sutherland, M.D., Esq. (1792-1861 )
Served in Congress and in
Pennsylvania State Senate
Trustee (1826-61)
Samue l Badger, Esq., Tru stee (1826-62)
Cousin of George McCle llan and a
Mayor of Philadelphia
Died in 1867
Two Trustees served only from 1826 to 1827, -
namely Edward Ingersoll, Esq. <the brother-in-
law of George McClellan) and Charles S. Cox, Esq.
Two others were ap pointed in 1826 but not listed
thereafter, - namely Jacob J. Jan eway, D.O. and
Edward Humphreys, Esq.
Under any circumstances, six of the whole Board
were to form a quorum. In 1828 the Canonsburg
Board surrendered their whole co ncern to the
Philadelphia Board, and agreed that their decisions
in all cases would take effect wi thout wa iting for
the confirmation at Canonsburg. The Philadelphia
Trustees established regulations for their own pro-
ceedings as well as for authority over the Facu lty.
Gene ral William Duncan (1m-l864)
Trus tee (1826-60)
Active in War of 1812
Successful merchant; member of
Pennsylvania State legislature;
friend of Robert Morris
James Brown, Esq. (1776-1850)
Congressman and Trustee (1826-38)
Judge Edward King, Esq., LLO. (t794-1873)
Revised the Criminal Code of Pennsylvani a
Trustee (1826-50) and
President of Board (1850-73)
They requ ired the Professors to accept the rules in
respect to the holding of their Chairs. Under un-
usual circumstances the mother Board reserved the
right to intervene, but a ll jurisdiction was termi-
nated in 1838.
In the origina l Philadelphia Board, Ashbell
Green, D.O., lLD., Ezra Stiles Ely, D.O., and the
Honorable Edward King, Esq . were outstand -
ing for their con tributions and length of service.
They were chronicled in d etail in Thomas Jeffer-
son University: Tradition and Heritage and require
no addi tional recall . It is fitting at th is junctu re,




Joel B. Sutherland, M.D., Esq.:
Trustee From 1826 To 1861
(J 792-1861)
The Hon orabl e Joel Barlow Sutherland, M.D.,
Esq. (Fig. 1) was born on February 26, 1792, in
Clonmel, Gloucester, New Jersey. Daniel and Jane
Sutherland , his parents, were Scottish immigra nts.
After attending public schools he graduated from
the Med ical Schoo l of the University of Pennsyl-
va nia in 1812. Like his later fellow Tru stee, Briga -
d ierGenera l William Duncan, he served in the War
of 1812 and became a Lieutenant Colonel of Rifles
in the Sta te Militia.
Du ring th e War, Sutherland d eveloped a n inter-
est in po litics and was ejected to the Pennsylvania
Assembly th ree times (1813-14-15). In 1816 he lost
the vote and returned to medical practice. Having
been ma rried the previous year and needing to
aug me nt his income, he served as Lazaretto Phy-
sician a t the port of Philad elphia. This entailed
examina tion of entering ships for infectious dis-
eases among the sailors and putting them under
quarantine when necessary.
Sensing tha t his interest was more in politics
than medicine, Sutherland decided to study law.
This he did and was ad mitted to the Bar in 1819.
By 1821 he was vo ted back into the State Legisla-
tu re, where he served in the lower Hou se until
1825, acting as Speaker d uring the last year. His
ambition was for Congress, but he was defeated
in 1822 and 1824. In the signal year of 1826 he was
elected to the Stat e Senate, to Congress, and to the
newl y crea ted Additional Trustees of Jefferson
Medical College. Thus, by the age of 34, he had
become a physician, lawyer, and politicia n with an
honorable military service. This aggressive man
became a life member of Jefferson's Board of Trus t-
ees in Philadelphia (at the tim e under the jurisdic-
tion of the mother College a t Cano nsbu rg) and
wo uld serve for 35 years until his dea th in 1861.
Dr.Sutherland served for one session in the State
Senate in 1826. On February 20 of that yea r (sev-
eral months before his appoi ntment to the Addi-
tion al Trustees of Jefferson Medical Co llege) he
demonstra ted his championing of the proposed
Fig. 1. Jod B. SutMrbnd. M.D., Esq. (OHislori-
Gil Soci~ty of Pennsylnnia.1
f ig. 2. General William Duncan a l ag~ 90
in 1860. (ClHistorical Socifoty of Pmnsyivania.)
f ig. 3. Tombslone of Genera l William Duncan
in Wood lands Cemetery, Philadelphia.
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Fig. 4. jbe Re'V~rend Ashbel Gret'fI, D.O., LL.D.
First Board Presid ent (1826-48).
Fig. 5. jhe Rev~rend Ezra Slilt"!i Ely, D.O. Pre!ii ·
dent pro tempore (185 0). H~ prov ided the
Medic..1H..II (1828) on Tenth street.
Fig. 6. Th~ Rev~mKI Com~lius C. Cuyl~r, D.O.
Second Board Prt"!iid~nt (1848·50). (ClPresby·
te rian Histor ical Soci~(y of Philddelphid.)
second Medical College in Philadelphia. No tes
taken from the Journal oftheSenate (Harrisburg, PAl
indicate tha t fou r memorials were presented from
a number of the members of the medical profes-
sion of Philad elphia remonstrating against the es-
tablishment of the new school. In counter action,
on that day, Dr. Sutherland presented a petition
from sundry practicing physicians of Pennsylva-
nia, "praying" for the es tablishment of a new Medi-
cal College in the City of Philadelphia. He also
presented the pe tition of sundry practicing physi-
cians of Lancaster County of similar import.
After serving in the State Senate session of 1826,
he resigned to enter Cong ress in 1827 and served
for five terms. He interspersed his work in Wash-
ington with legal work in Philadelphia. In the Iat-
ter City he served as Deputy Prosecuting Attor-
ney and Associate Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas. In the Hou se of Congress he was an adept
deba ter and skilled parliamentarian. He wrote a
Manual of l..Lgislative Practice and Order of Business
in Deliberative Bodies (827) for use in state legis la-
tures which went throu gh five editions by 1853.
In 1839 he also wrote a Congressional Manual. In
ad d ition to his wise counsel on the Jefferson Board
of Trustees he promoted river and harbor devel-
opme nt in Philade lphia, especially the Navy Yard
and Delaware Breakwater.
Su therland finished out his life in the practice
of law and was the first President of the Society
of the War of 1812. The d ynamic and brilliant
Honorable Joe l B. Sutherland died at the age of
69 on November 15, 1861. His sons pursued gov-
ern ment careers in the army, marine corps and
civi l service respectively.
Another ou tsta nd ing member o f Jefferson' s
orig ina l Board was General William Duncan. He
also deserves a special recount.
General William Duncan: Jefferson
Trus tee From 1826 To 1860
General William Duncan (Fig. 2l wa s the son of
Seth Du ncan who had em igra ted from Ireland to
Lancaster Cou nty, Pennsylvani a, arou nd 1750. It
is recorded that Seth had a number of children,
Lesend end Lcre
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most of whom became notable people (H istory of
Cumberland and Adams Counties, Pa. Part Il, p.
353) . William Duncan, later to be General Duncan,
was born October 14, 1772, in Adams County,
Pennsylvania, where he received his early educa-
tion . He left the beautiful hills of his birth for the
lure of Philadelphia. There he became successful
as a merchant, a warm friend of Robert Morris, the
Revolutionary financier, and was appointed by
President Mad iso n as Collector of Direct Tax of the
Second District of Philad elphia.
During the early pa rt of the War of 1812 Duncan
became Superintendent of U.S. Mili tary Stores at
the Arsenal in Philad elphia . From Oc tober 4, 1811 ,
until Octobe r, 1813, he served as Brigadier Ge n-
eral of the Second Brigade, First Division P.M., sue-
ceeding Genera l Michael Leib. He also acted as
Adju tan t Genera l of th e Pen nsyl vania Mi lit ia
from September 20, 1813, to June 10, 1814. Subse-
quently, he became special aid to Governor Simon
Snyder and commanded as Brigadier at camp
Dupont in 1814.
Duncan was President of the Pennsylvania Peace
Society in 1823; a member of the Pennsylvania leg-
islature from December 6, 1825 to April 7, 1827,
and again from December 2, 1828 until his resig-
nation on April 11, 1829; and in 1829 he was com-
missioned by President Jackson as Surveyor of
Customs at Ph iladelp hia , w hich office he he ld
for two terms.
Robert Morris, the Revolut ionary fina ncier, who
was in prison more than once, had a t least one
friend w ho did not desert him in time of need. It
was Gene ra l William Duncan who is a lleged
to have loaned the broken financier from $5,000
to $6,000. It is further alleged tha t Morris had
offered to repay the debt with a gift of real
estate (what later became Lemon Hill in Fairmount
Park), but Duncan refused and virtually reverted
the loan to a gift. It is probably a myth that Morris
died in prison.
Duncan was a temperance advocate and promi-
nent Baptist layman. For nearly 50 years he was a
member and Deacon of the First Baptist Church of
Philadelphia and in 1832 a d elegate at the organi-
zation of the Ce ntral Union Association.
As stated in the introduction, the General was
active on Jefferson's Board of Trustees from 1826
to 1860. While no single act of distinction is attrib-
uted to him during these 34 yea rs of service, it is
certain that his business acu men, leadership ab il-
ity, and strong moral cha rac te r ad d ed signifi-
cantly to the actions of the Board . He died on Feb-
ruary 16, 1864, at his residence, southeast com er
of Seventh and Wood Streets in his 92nd year,
a nd is bu ri ed in Woodlands Cemetery in
Philadelphia <Fig. 3).
This information is among the traditions of the
Duncan family, in which Mr. James J. Duncan of
Vine land, New Jersey, is the grea t-g rea t grand -
son. He supplied most of the biographica l d eta ils
for this account.
The success and surviva lof a u niversity depends
upon the quality and int egration of its Board of
Trustees, administration, faculty, and facilities. In
a ll of these segments Jefferson has excelled , not -
withstanding cycles of stress and change. A de-
tailed history of the Board, including the achieve-
ments of its Presidents and Chairmen, may be
found in Thomas Jefferson University: Tradition and
Heritage (1989). The strength of Jefferson since its
inception may be gleaned fro m a listing of the
members of its Board, - names illustrious in edu-
ca tion, law, medicine, govern me nt, religion, fi -
nance, phi lanthropy, and the military. As ably
stated by Board Chairman Frederic L. Ballard , Esq.
(1977-84): "If the Board is to function successfully
as a catalyst of university deliberations, it must
consist of people of d iverse backgrounds." The
following list bears out this philosophy.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Trustees of Jefferson College at
Canonsburg (1824-1838)
M EMBERS OF THE PR ESB YTERIAN CLERGY





Moses Allen William TIffan y
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As hbel Green, D.D., LL.D.
• NO TE: All clergy members were fro m Pittsburgh except
the Rev. Green wh o w~s from Phifad elphla,













ADDITIONAL TRUSTEES OF JEFFERSON
MEDICAL COLLEGE 1826-1838)
(THE INITIAL BOARD)
Ashbel Green, D.D., LL.D. (President, Fig. 4)
Samuel Humphreys, Esq.
james M. Brown, Esq.
Samuel Badger, Esq.
Hon. joel B. Sutherland, M.D., Esq.
Edward Ingersoll, Esq .
Ezra Stiles Ely, D.D. (Fig . 5)
Charles Sidney Cox, Esq.
Gen. William Duncan
Hon. Edward King, LL.D.
jacob [. jan eway, D.D.
Replacements began with: Dale of Election
Hon. Daniel H . Miller 1829
jacob Frick, Esq 1829
Co rnelius C. Cuyler, D.O 1834
Hon. jesse R. Burden, M.D 1838
joseph B. Smith, Esq 1838
Hen. John R. Jones 1838
Col. Samuel Miller, Esq 1838
john R. vogdes, Esq 1838
Hon. Thomas S. Smith 1838
Cornelius C. Cuyler, D.o.,
(President, Fig. 6) 1848
Rev. George B. Ide 1848
Hon. Edward King (President, Fig. 7) 1850
William G. Alexander 1855
Emile B. Gardette, M.D 1856
j . Altament Phillips 1858
Hon. James Thompson 1862
Hon. Ja mes R. Ludlow 1862
Hon. George W. Woodward 1864
William B. Heiskill 1864
Hon. james Campbell 1867
George W. Fairman, Esq 1867
Anthony j. Drexel 1867
Hon. Ellis Lewis 1869
joseph Patterson, Esq 1869
George W. Childs, Esq 1869
jesse R. Burden, M.D.
(President pro tern, Fig. 8) 1873
Charles Macalester 1873
Hon. William A. Porter 1874
Hon. joseph Allison 1874
Hon. Asa Packer 1874
j .B. Lippincott 1874
Hon. Furman Sheppard 1874
Emile B. Ga rdette, M.D. (President, Fig. 9) 1875
john C. Bul litt, Esq 1875
B.B. Comegys, Esq 1875
Elwood Wilson, M.D 1875
Hon. Thomas A. Scott 1875
Henry C. Gibson 1876
joseph B. Townsend 1878
Daniel B. Cummins 1878
Simon Gratz 1880
Edward Weil 1885
Hon. Michael Arnold 1887
Charles J. Harrah 1887
William V. McKea n 1887
Hon . james Ca m pbell (President, Fig. 10) 1889
Thomas Dolan 1890
Edward H. Coates 1890
Sutherland M. Prevost 1890
Henry D. Welsh 1890
Hon. joseph Allison, LL.D.,
(Presid ent, Fig. II) 1891
George D. McCneary 1891
Hon. Edwin H. Fitler (President, Fig. 12) 1892
Thomas B. Wanamaker 1892
Edward de V. Mornell 1892
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Luther S. Bent _ 1892
Joseph B. Townsend (President, Fig. 13) 1894
Hon. William Potter, LL.D 1894
Joseph d e F. junkin 1894
louisA. Biddle 1895
Wtlliam Henry Newbold 1895
Hon. William Potter, LL.D.,




James P. Townsend 1897
Samuel H. Goodman 1898
Edward J. Smith 1898
Hon. George F. Edmunds 1899
Mayer Sul zberger, LL.D 1899
Charles C. Townsend 1900
Daniel Moreau Barringer 1902
Alba B.johnson 1903
Alfred Moore 1905
G. Colesberry Purves 1905
William T. Williott 1907
David Newlin Fell, [ r 1908
[ames C. Brooks 1908
john H . McFadden 1911
Thomas Newhall 1913
Samuel M. Curwen 1915
Cha rles E. Coze 1916
Daniel Hebard 1918
Ho race Howard Furness, jr 1918
Owen j . Roberts 1920
Robert P. Hoo per 1921
James M. Wilcox 1921
R. Sturgis Ingersoll 1921
john H. Mcfadden, Ir 1921
Benjamin Harris Brewster 1921
Van Hom Ely 1924
john C. Martin 1925
Alba B. johnson, LL.D.
(Pres ident, Fig. 15) 1926
Walter H. Lippincott 1926
Clarence H. Geist 1926
Horace Stem 1927
Lessing j . Rosenwald 1928
Perciva l E. Foerderer 1928
Wilfred W. Fry 1931
Fig. 7.Th~ Honorabl~ Edward King, LL.D. Third
Board PrrsKkn I (1850-731. (effft library of
Phil.1deolphia.)
Fig.. 8. Th~ Honorabl~ Jesse R. Bunkn, M.D.
President pro tempore (1873-75). H~ was a
medi ca l c1assmal~ of George McCl~llan. (OAr-
chives of Univ~rsi ty of Penns ylvania .)
Fig. 9. Emil~ B. Gard ett e, M.D. Fourt h Board
Presjdent (1875-88).
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Fig. 10. The Honorable James Campbell. Fifth
Board Presidenl (1889-9 1). (CHistorical Soci-
ely of Plonnsylvania.)
Fig. 11. The Honorable loseph Allison, Ll.D.
Sh th BoardPresidenl (189 1-92). (CFree Library
of Philadelphia.)
Fig. 12. The Honorable Edwin H. Filler. Sev-
enth 80ard Presiden t (1892-94 ). ICHislorica l
Society of Plonnsylvania.)
Jose ph W. Wea r 1931
Wilfred W. Fry, LL.D. (President, Fig. 16) 1935
J. Howard Pew 1936
Robert P. Hooper, LL.D, (Presiden t, Fig. 17) . 1936
Brandon Barringer 1936
S.M.D. Clapper 1937
Horace P. Liversidge 1939
Thomas D.M. Cardeza 1939
Van Hom Ely, [r 1940
William Potter Wear 1941
Joseph Lee Eastwick 1943
Edwin King Daly 1946
Hayward R. Hamrick, M.D 1948
Norman F.S. Russell 1948
Robert P. Hooper (Chairman, Fig . 17) 1949
Perci val E. Foerderer (Chairman, Fig. 18) 1950
Iames M. Large 1950
D. Hays Solis-Cohen, Esq 1951
Revelle W. Brown 1952
Albert J. Nesbitt 1956
Richard Clarkson Bond 1957
R. George Rincliffe 1959
William F. Kelly 1960
James M. Large, L.H. D, LL.D.
(Chairman, Fig. 19) 1962
Gustave G. Amsterdam, Esq 1% 2
A. Leon Higginbotham, [r 1965
Walter A. Munns 1965
Francis J. Braceland, M.D 1965
Henry L. Bockus, M.D 1965
Frederic L. Ballard , Esq 1965
William A. Hagerty 1965
William P. Davis, Ill 1966
William W. Bodine, Jr 1966
Harry R. Neilson, Jr 1967
David B. Allman, M.D 1967
George Willauer, M.D 1968
Roland Morris, Esq 1968
Mrs . Samuel M.V. Hamilton 1969
Harold L. Stewart, M.D 1969
William W. Bodine, Jr, L.H.D.
(Chairman, Fig . 20) 1970
Charles W. Bowser, Esq 1970
John T. Gurash 1970
Mrs. Morgan Copperthwai te 1970
James M. Anderson 1970
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Abraha m Cantarow, M.D 1970
James W. Stra tton 1970
Orville H. Bullitt, [r., Ph.D 1970
Ma rvin Wachman 1970
Marie V. Olivieri Russe ll, M.D 1971
Robert L. Evans, M.D 1971
William C. Lickle 1972
Mrs. James Cavanaugh 1972
(President, Wom en 's Board )
Thomas F. Nea lon, Jr., M.D 1972
Joe Henry Coley, M.D 1973
Edward J. Dwyer, Esq 1973
Edward C. Dri scoll 1974
Mrs. Isadore M. Scott 1975
Mrs. Samue l M. Vaudain, III 1975
(President, Women's Board )
A. Grant Sp recher, Esq 1975
Donald E. Meads 1976
Frederic L. Ballard, Esq. (Chairman, Fig. 21) 1977
William W. Bodine, [r 1977
Steven R. Peiken, M.D 1977
Ca rl Zenz, M.D 1977
Ronald R. Davenport 1977
John P. Dowds 1978
John H. Hodges, M.D 1978
James E. Clark, M.D 1978
Neal R. Pierce 1978
Mrs. Julia Kreemer 1978
(President, Women 's Board )
Josephine c. Ma nd evi lle 1979
John K. Armstrong 1979
Mrs. Susan Werther Cohen 1979
Samue l Banks, Ph.D. ...............•.. ...................... 1980
Henry Wendt 1980
How ard Gittis, Esq 1980
Mrs. Ralph A. Carabas i, [r 1981
<President, Women's Board)
Stephanie Naidoff, Esq 1981
(Secretary)
Alan K. Ca mpbell, Ph.D 1982
Thomas A. Cooper 1982
Mrs. Pau l A Bow ers 1982
(president, Wom en 's Board)
George E. Bartol, III 1983
Robert McClements, [r 1983
Alan J. Dalby 1983
Lennox K. Black 1983
Pau l F. Mansfield, M.D 1983
Sheldon G. Gilgore, M.D 1983
Edward C. Driscoll (Cha irma n, Fig. 22) 1984
Paul A. Bowers, M.D 1984
Mrs. Marcella Theodos 1984
(President, Women's Board )
Bruce W. Karrh, M.D 1985
Jerald L. Stevens 1985
Brian G. Harri son 1985
Jack Farber 1985
Ira Brind , Esq 1985
Fred erick B. Wagner, Jr., M.D 1985
Constance E. Clay ton, Ed .D 1986
GeorgeA. Butler 1986
Mrs . A.K.V. Klotz 1987
(President, Women's Board )
Frederick Breitenfeld , Ir., Ph.D 1988
Patricia Mary Curtin, M.D 1988
Charles G. Kopp, Esq 1988
Joseph J. Mclaughli n 1988
Julius W. Erv ing 1989
Peter M. Mattoon, Esq 1989
Thomas B. Morris, [r., Esq 1989
Gera rd H. McGarrity, Ph .D 1989
John Y. Templeton, 111, M.D 1989
James W. Stratton (Cha irman, Fig. 23) 1990
John N. Lindquist, M.D 1990
Mrs. William Bruce Murray 1990
(Presi dent, Women 's Board )
Ernest E. Jones, Esq 1991
Doug las J. MacMaster, [ r., Esq 1991
Carter R. Buller, Esq 1991
Norman J. Quinn, [r., M.D 1991
James A. Sutton 1992
Berna rd C. Watson, Ph .D 1993
Mrs . Wallace G. McCune (Fay) 1993
<President, Women's Board)
Tracy A. McGowan, M.D 1993
Theodore J. Fuller 1993
Jack Farber (Co-cha irman) 1994
Icon S. Moon 1994
Edward G. Boehne 1994
Jack Farber (Chairman, Fig. 24) 1995
Ben Burke Howell, Esq 1995
<Commonwealth Trustee)
The Boa rd Of Trustees
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Charlesretta Meade, Esq 1995
(Commonwealth Trus tee)
John A. Salvatore 1995
(Commonwealth Trustee)
Robert Scandone, Esq 1995
(Com monwealth Trustee)
Cuy ler H. Walker, Esq 1995
<Commonwealth Trustee)
Gayle C. Rowa n (Secretary) 1995
The Presidency of the Board of Trustees from the
Reverend Ashbell Green (1 826-48) to the Chair-
manship of Edward C. Driscoll 0984-90) has been
recounted in Thomas Jefferson University: Tradition
and Heritage (p. 764-849). It is appropriate at th is
juncture to continue the chronicle.
James William Stra tton:
Seventh Board Chairman (1990 - 94)
"I think Jefferson's Board has been one of this
institution 's bes t assets. I have never known it to
be po litica l and it has always been supportive.
There have never been cliques on the Board . When-
ever there was a difficult decision to make, it was
always resolved in the best interest of the institu-
tion . I have always been pleased with the atmo-
sphere of the Jefferson Board .
"My goal as Chairman is simple, - to leave the
place much better than I found it, and I found it
in an exce llent condition." These were the re-
marks of James W. Stra tton, Cha irma n of th e
Board of Trustees, at an interview on November
2, 1992. There have bee n twelve Presiden ts of
the Board from 1826 to 1949. In the la tter yea r
the title was changed to Chairman and the respon-
sibilities were modified . Board Presid ents and
Chairmen have had backgrounds in theology, law,
medicine, government, industry, business, and fi-
nance. It was in the latter field that Mr. Stratton
brought his expertise.
James W. Stratton (Fig. 23), of Irish -German de-
scent, was born on December 18, 1936, in Philadel-
phia, the city which would remain the focus of his
business and financial career. His father, Frank
Taylor Stra tto n, was in the insuran ce bu sin ess,
while his mother, Myrtle Soehle Stratton, always
provided loving support and encouragement. Af-
ter graduation from Central High School in 1954,
Mr. Stratton obtained a B.S. degree in geophysics
at Pennsylvan ia State University. His college
courses included the basic study of geology with
specia l application of physics (such as sound waves
and electrica l waves) to the study of the earth. The
ultimate occupation in this field would have been
the search for oil in such places as jungles and
deserts . Always a busy person, during his sum-
mer vacations Mr. Stra tton went to work for Inter-
national Business Machines Corporation in Phila-
delphia on some of the earlier large computers, and
he became attracted to tha t field. He, neverthe-
less, had to finis h his college degree in geophysics
beca use he had a full time scholarship which re-
quired him to stay in this particular curriculum.
With this change in his career plans, he entered
the Harvard Business Schoo l in 1958 intent on ob-
taining a Master 's degree in Business Admini stra-
tion . At that time he was interested in the man-
agement of researc h science, by working for a com-
pany in the science area that needed someone to
ru n "business owned" research laboratories. Be-
tween his first and second years he wrote case stud-
ies for the Industrial Research Institute in manage-
ment of research laboratories. He soon sensed. that
this was not what he wanted to do with his life.
By changing directions somewhat, in his second
year he took courses in investments, banking, ac-
counting and economics. By that time he had de-
cided to get into the investment business.
This was not a man floundering indecisivel y, but
one who delved into experiences from which he
gained insights looking toward his ulti mate goals .
In all this he was self motivated and not influenced
by a single person or role model. He discover-
ed himself what he rea lly wanted to do and pur-
sued ways to achieve these aims. He decided to
forge his lifetime career in his native city of Phila-
delphia where success followed upon success in
a meteoric fashion.
He worked only for three companies in his life.
The first was Cooke and Bieler, investment advis-
ers, a small firm of five men. He entered as what
Lesend end Lore
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he considered himself to be a novice and spent five
years there. While teaming a great dea l, he real-
ized he would only become a "number two man"
in a very small finn. Accordingly, in 1965 he ob-
tained employment in Drexel and Company, the
largest finn of this financial type in Philadelphia
at the time. It had a very good investment man-
agement department. He spent five yea rs there
and gradually rose to head the investment man-
agement department. Allof this was accomplished
by the age of thirty-th ree.
In 1970, Mr. Stra tton was asked to be the presi-
dent of Drexel. He gave up investment advising
to become president for the whole finn. He re-
mained in that capacity for two years. He then
d iscovered that he preferred the money manage-
ment business and d isliked being president, be-
cause of the "political pulls" and too much time
devoted to administration. He likened it to a good
surgeon who would be asked to quit surgery and
run the hospital. He not only wanted to go back to
money management but do it on his own.
In 1972, he left Drexel permanently and started
Stratton Manageme nt Compa ny with himself
and a secretary. It was a hard pull because two
years earlier he had turned over his clients to
other managers at Drexel and now had to sta rt
again from scra tch.
In 1970, several months after being appoi nted
president of Drexel, Mr. Stratton was introduc-
ed to Mr. William Bodine. The latter who was
prominent in the world ofbusiness and finance had
just become Chairman of jefferson's Board ofTrust-
ees. Although at that time Mr. Stratton was only
34 years of age, Mr. Bodine was sufficiently im-
pressed wit h his background and experience to
invite him to become a member of the Board of
Trustees at Jefferson .
jefferson had just become a University with Dr.
Peter Herbut as President. Impressed. with what
he saw at jefferson, and flattered with the invita-
tion at such an early age, Mr. Stratton joined the
Board. Except for the Honorable Edward King who
was on Jefferson's first Board in 1826 at the age of
thirty-two, Mr. Stratton was the youngest term
trustee ever elected .
Fig. 13. The Honorable Joseph B. Townwnd.
Eighth Board Pl'f'§idflIl (189 4-%).
Fig. 14. The Honorable William Putter, LL.D.
Ninth Board President (1896-1926).
Fig. 15. Alba B. Johnson . LL.D. jen th Board
Presidenl (1926-35).
The Board Of Trustees
485
Fig. 16 . Wilfred W. Fry, Ll .D. EIevt"f1lh Board
Prnid~t (1935-]6).
Fig. 17. Ro~rt P. Hooper, Ll .D. Twelfth Board
President (19]6-49) .and First Board Ch.airma n
(1949·50).
Fig. 18. Per<:i\'.al E. Foerderer, LL.D. S«ond
Board Chai nnan (1950-62).
No time was lost in putti ng Mr. Stratton's ex-
pertise to use. He had no thoughts of ever becom-
ing involved with the University's Endowment
Fund because it was being ably managed by Mr.
Brandon Barringer. In 1973 Mr. Barringer had a
major stroke while vacationing in the Bahamas. Mr.
Stratton from his first entrance on the Board had
been assigned to the Finance Committee and had
worked with Mr. Barringer. His firm was accord-
ingly asked to take over the management of the
endowment portfolio. At that time Mr. Stratton
was commissioned to oversee about $35 million in
the combined funds. Thirty million was in the
declared fund and about $5 million had been se-
questered by Mr. Barringer in a "de ferred income
fund". Mr. Barringer gave the institution about
ninety percent of the earned income each year and
placed the remaining ten percent into a special fund
for a "rainy day" . Fortunately, the rainy day d id
not come, so Mr.Stratton was mandated to declare
the full amount of earned income . By 1992, dur-
ing Mr.Stratton's management, the fund increased
to over $200 millio n. At this later date he was
managing about $90 million and the remainder, at
his own suggestion, was being handled by several
additional managers for growth, bonds, and inter-
national fund s. Mr. Stratton's Company thus be-
came the "core value manager" in stocks that pro-
duced a large income for the institution from abou t
45% of the entire endowment portfolio.
Mr. Stra tton was Chairman of the Clinical
Affairs Co mmittee for a considerable number
of years, Chairman of the 1980s Decade Fund
Drive and had been on th e Scient ifi c a nd
Academic Affairs Committee. By1989 he was cho-
sen Chai rma n Elect of the Board and in 1990
assumed active Chairma nship .
Mr.Stra tton regarded his Chairmanship as pro-
ductive and agreeable because of the indispens-
able harmonious relationship with the President
of the Institution, Dr. Paul Brucker. Far from be-
ing limited to financial considerations, the Chair-
man sh ip of an enormous ins tit ution such as
Jefferson involved "multiple things in multiple
Lesend end Lore
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places and multiple times."
One might be tempted to believe that the level
of success achieved by Mr. Stra tton in his bus iness
career and Chainnanship at Jefferson wou ld in-
volve all work and no play. Such was not the case,
since he developed hobbies that reduced stress and
augmented the happiness of his personal and fam-
ily life. He married Ar lene Mostertz, a school
friend from his earl y teens, in 1958 and became the
loving father of three daughters and , to d ate,
proudly claiming one grandson. A unique hobby
has been his raisi ng of Christmas trees (Scotch pine
and Doug las fir) on 17 of his 22-acres estate in Blue
Bell, Pennsylvania. After being harvested for five
years the remainder are allowed to progress into
timber. He has kept physically fit by playing ten-
nis on his own court and offse ts his la rge load of
heavy reading wi th light materi al, especially d e-
tecti ve and mystery stories.
In an ongoing tradition, Mr. Stra tton was su p-
ported by a harmoniou s team of ded icated col-
leagu es. Although the power of the ins titu tion is
shared through varying levels of ad minis tra tion,
faculty, and alumni, the ul timate leadership d e-
volvesupon the Chainnan and President. In 1959,
while the Institution was still a Med ical College
and Hospital, the annual budget was $11 million .
In 1977, as a University, the budget was $95 mil-
lion , and by 1990 about $540 million. With the
Chairmanship of Mr. Stra tton in 1992 the budget
was approximately $700 million. In the decad e of
the '90s there is a p rojected fund raising of $200
million coupled with improved efficiencies calcu-
lated to propel ThomasJefferson University toward
even greater achieveme nts.
The dema nds upon a Board Cha innan are al-
ways awesome. Mr. Stra tton's demonstrated grasp
of complex problems, wi th solutions aided. by his
keenness of mind, emulated. the standards set by
his predecessors. In addition, his warm personal-
ity enhanced the quality of relationships so essen-
tial to the welfare of the Institution.
In 1994, whil e at the peak of his Chairmanship,
Mr. Stra tton d eemed it appropriate to step down
from his heavy responsibilities at Jefferson. In the
process, Mr. Jack Farber was elected. to serve as Co-
Cha irman from July 1 to December 31, 1994, and
sole Chairman as of January 1, 1995. Thereafter,




Mr. Farber (Fig. 24), firs t elected to the Board in
September, 1984, was idea lly qua lified. for this p0-
sition. A gra d uate of the Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania (1954), Mr. Farber be-
came a partner in Price Waterhouse and Company,
and then mad e the giant step to Chairman, Presi-
dent, and Chief Executive Officer of CSS Indus-
tries, Inc. Ad d itionally, he beca me a tru stee and
director in real es tate and manufacturing enter-
prises, as well as actively participating in phi lan-
thropicactiviti es that included Jefferson . He served
on the Board as Chai rman of the Finance Commit-
tee (1985 - 94), and Vice Chainnan of the Board
(1989 - 94), a ll leading to his becoming the person
bes t qualified to succeed Mr. Stratton in meeting
the unusual challenges in heal thcare from 1995 into
the 21st cen tury.
In 1995 the Board com plied with a stipula tion
of the Commo nwealth of Pennsylvania that five
members be appointed. to rep resent the State with
respect to its yearl y appropriation. Although this
represented a deviation from its tradition al inde-
pendence, the fabric of its alliances was extending
into ind ustry and healthshare combinations in a
multi faceted and rapidly changing medica l system.
Regardless of the uncertainties and insecurities
that will always torment medical education and
the healthcare system, Jefferson may rely upo n the
support of a strong Board of Trus tees, committed
to success and honor in its progressive wo rk as the
institution climbs the ladder of time, ad ding but a
step each year.
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Fig. 19. lam~ M. Large, l.H.D., Ll.D. Third
Board Cha irma n (1962-70).
Fig. 20. William W. BodiM. Ir., l.H.D. Fourth
Board Chai rma n (1970-77).




Fig. 22. Edward C. Driscoll. Si1l.th Boord Chair-
man (1984·90).
Fig. 23 . lames W. Siratton . Snenth B~rd
Cha irma n (1990 ·1)4).
Fig. 24. lack Farber: Eighlh Boord Ch.lirma n
(1995- ). (C Bamarach Stud im.)
